
Religion Meets the World: GTU’s Campaign for Interfaith Education 
Launch Dinner 
 

Program Script  

6:00: Reception 
With Barbara Bradley Hagerty and John Weiser 

[Linda Frank, event director, will cue individual speakers and video play when their time arrives throughout 
the evening] 

6:45: Ushers ask guests to begin to enter the event room, find seats 

PowerPoint photos of students loop on big screen as guests are seated 

7:00: Seating 

Gospel Choir: Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir members 

First Course dinner served 

7:15: Stop PowerPoint photos 

7:15- 7:17 Jim Donahue, GTU President: Welcome 

 

Good evening. Welcome, everyone.  Weren’t they great!? Thank you so much to artistic director Terrence Kelly, and members of the Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir! 

 

I’m Jim Donahue, President at the GTU. 

 

We’re so glad, and grateful that you chose to be with us tonight as we launch our capital campaign, Religion Meets the World: GTU’s Campaign for Interfaith Education. We offer a 
special welcome to those of you who may be new to the GTU – we are so glad that you are here with us, and hope that this is the beginning of a long and satisfying relationship. 

 

At our core, the GTU is made up of communities of faith that reflect a broad diversity. Since our founding, we have sought to educate men and women who are able to bridge the 
religious divides that permeate our world. We are pleased with our success.  

Tonight we have among us two new (to the GTU) communities of faith that heretofore have not been a formalized 
and integral part of our work, today I welcome our Muslim friends, who since the creation only two years ago of the 
Center for Islamic Studies have become an integral part of who we are. I welcome as well members of the Mormon 
community who, while they have been represented at the GTU over the years, with our new set of courses in Mormon 
Studies, will engage our interreligious dialogue even more fully in the future. 



 

I also want to recognize some individuals here tonight who have provided, and continue to provide significant contributions that make our work possible:  

 - Stephen Bechtel  (Center for Islamic Studies) 

 - Akiva Tor, Israel Consul General for the Northwest 

 - The Taube and Koret Foundations. Shana Penn is here.   

 - Michael Engh, S.J.  President of Santa Clara University . We celebrate our new realtionship with JST and SCU. 

 - William Swring, President of United Religions Inititive 

The Graduate Theological Union is the largest and most diverse 
partnership of seminaries and graduate schools in the United States. 

Our mission is to:   

 

Educate women and men for vocations of scholarship, research, and ministry; 

 

Equip leaders for a future of diverse religions and cultures; 

 

Teach patterns of faith that nurture justice and peace; and 

 

Serve as an educational and theological resource for local communities, the nation, and the world. 

This evening marks a milestone in our history. Religion Meets the World is an important campaign, with 
much at stake for the future of the GTU, and for our work in the world. 

We have a wonderful program for you tonight – our speakers include one of our most talented students, the 
Reverend Dante Quick; Barbara Bradley Hagerty of National Public Radio fame, who graciously agreed to come all 
the way from Washington D.C.to be our keynote speaker; and John Weiser, who will receive the President’s 
Medallion for being one of our most dedicated and generous supporters.  You’ll also be treated to three short videos 
of some very special GTU people. 

We hope you enjoy the evening!  Thank you again, from the bottom of our hearts, for coming out tonight. Now I’d like 
to introduce the Reverend Kim Smith, who will give the invocation. 

7:17 - 7:20  Rev. Kim Smith, GTU Board of Trustees: Invocation 

 7:20-7:23 Campaign Video:  Susie Hoganson: GTU Board of Trustees 

7:17 - 7:20  Rev. Kim Smith, GTU Board of Trustees: Invocation 



 7:20-7:23 Campaign Video:  Susie Hoganson: GTU Board of Trustees  
 
Good evening. I’m Hal Leach, president of the GTU Board of Trustees, and it’s my pleasure to welcome you, 
and to tell you a little bit about this remarkable organization, and about why we’re here tonight. 

1. Students are drawn to the GTU by a community with a passion for understanding different perspectives, and 
for finding common ground from which to address the world’s urgent needs. 

2. Religion Meets the World: GTU’s Campaign for Interfaith Education seeks to raise $12 million to support our 
very important work in the world. To date, we have raised $11 million. We are almost at our goal; and this 
night you are helping us reach it! 

3. We want nothing less than to be a leading force for world peace through understanding and innovative 
interfaith education, and we know we will achieve this by growing our financial security. 

In this campaign, we seek to strengthen Student Scholarships – to attract and retain the best students. 

 

Chaitanya Motupalli, one of our students, says, “Without my scholarship, I would not have been able to come to the GTU.” And she’s not alone. Three-fourths of the doctoral students 
who come to the GTU require financial support. 

 

We seek to strengthen GTU Programs– to offer students and the broader community world-class educational experiences through the Richard S. Dinner Center for Jewish Studies, 
the Center for Islamic Studies, and the Asia Project. 

 

Robert Galoob, a student in Jewish Studies, says, “I went back to school at age 49 after 9/11, because in the aftermath of this tragedy I wanted to be part of the dialogue about world 
peace.” 

 

We seek to strengthen The Flora Lamson Hewlett Library, which is an investment in the education of every GTU student as well as members of the local, national, and world 
communities who want to research the history, philosophy, and theology of the world’s great religious and spiritual movements.  

 

We seek to strengthen the GTU Unrestricted Endowment – to sustain the GTU’s role as a leader in interfaith education by flexibly supporting our programs. 

 

These are exciting and challenging times for graduate education in religion. They are times that cry out for interfaith understanding and collaboration. 

 

A recent survey by the Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life reported seismic shifts in the U.S. religious landscape reflecting significant change, diversity, and 
fragmentation.  Did you know that: 

  - Nearly half of adults have changed their religious affiliation in some way. 

  - A quarter of young Americans (ages 18-29) say they are not affiliated with any religion. 

  - Religions in the U.S. have significant internal diversity and fragmentation, and -- 

 - Immigration is adding more diversity to the religious landscape. 

 - So as the practice of religion changes, we who teach religion also must change. 



 

The GTU since 1962, has been in the vanguard of religious and cultural collaboration, creating new methods and tools for teaching, studying, and practicing religion with attention to 
pluralism, secularism, issues that arise in the public square, and the globalization of religious experience. 

 

In that spirit, just weeks ago, we approved a certificate program in Black Church/Africana Religious Studies that will begin in the fall. We are also now offering a Masters Degree in 
Islamic Studies, and we are looking into offering courses on Mormonism. 

 

Diversity is our strength, and the time is right for us to grow – to prepare leaders who are creating new structures to serve our increasingly pluralistic and multi-religious world. 

 

There is no better time to educate global leaders for interfaith collaboration. 

 

No better time to cultivate understanding, justice, and world peace. 

 

I must say that the financial and economic crisis facing our nation has affected the GTU Endowment, which may impact available scholarship money, and therefore the ability of 
students to afford to study at the GTU. Proceeds from tonight’s event will go directly to student scholarships. You are helping already, and we thank you. 

Now I want to introduce you now to one of our outstanding students, the Reverend Dante Quick. 

 7:28 – 7:33 Rev. Dante Quick, Student Speaker 

 

Introduce self and areas of study: Philosophical and Systematic Theology with a good amount of work at Cal in the area of African-American Studies and Public Policy. Mention 
capacity as student rep. to the Board of Trustees and why I decided to take the position. 

 

I am the Grandson of Gladys Hawkins, a domestic worker who cleaned the White House and Old Executive Office Building for 20 years, Without a high school education, she met four 
Presidents. During the latter years of her career she collected cans from the garbage of those buildings to bring home, and afforded me the opportunity to go to Morehouse College -- 
the alma mater of Dr. King and Howard Thurman. Now I am the Howard Thurman Doctoral Teaching fellow at the American Baptist Seminary of the West. I was the MLK Award 
recipient for the religious leader for my work in serving the community, and President Donahue was present for the ceremony.  

 

[Share project on educating communities of color about how to engage in public policy debates in an informed manner].  Tie metaphor of those cans my grandmother collected as a 
road to GTU and ask attendees to lift another as I was lifted. 

7:33 – 8:00 Main Course 

8:00 – 8:03 Joan McGrath, Member GTU Board of Trustees 

Introduction to Keynote – 

 

I’m Joan McGrath, a member of the GTU Board of Trustees, and a past chair of the Board. 

 

I’m so happy to be here on this exciting and very promising evening. I’m especially honored to introduce you to our keynote speaker – Barbara Bradley Hagerty. 

 

Barbara is a noted author and religion correspondent for National Public Radio, where she’s covered the sex abuse scandal in the Catholic Church, the culture wars that evolved under 
President George W. Bush, and other issues where religion intersects with politics, law, science, and culture. 



 

Before covering the religion beat, Barbara was NPR’s Justice Department Correspondent, where she covered the impeachment proceedings against President Clinton, Florida’s 
disputed election, and the investigation into the September 11 attacks, among other issues. 

 

Prior to working at NPR, Barbara worked at the Christian Science Monitor in Washington D.C. and Asia. She has received numerous awards, including the Religion Newswriters 
Award, the Headliners Award, and the 2009 Gracie Award for Women in Radio and Television. 

 

In 2005, Barbara was 1 of 10 journalists selected for a Templeton-Cambridge fellowship in science and religion, where she and her colleagues spent weeks questioning world-class 
scientists and theologians at Cambridge University. Her participation there led to herNew York Times best-selling book, Fingerprints of God:  The Search for the Science of Spirituality. 

 

The title of her talk tonight is “What Science Can Tell Us About God 

 
Please help me welcome Barbara Bradley Hagerty. 

8:03 – 8:20 Barbara Bradley Hagerty Keynote 

8:20 – 8:23 Campaign video / John Weiser, Honoree 

 8:23 – 8:26 Introduction and presentation of the President’s Medallion 

 Jim, John, and Hal to front 

Jim Donahue: Tribute to John Weiser 

 

For 12 years, John Weiser has been one of the great friends of the GTU.  

 

John has been involved with the GTU since 1998, and was Chairman of our Board of Trustees from 1999 to 2007. 

 

Over these years, John has gone to great lengths to ensure the GTU’s programmatic and financial success. For example: 

 - He endowed a Presidential Scholarship, and helped launch the capital campaign by collaborating with me on obtaining major gifts aggregating over $5 million. 

 - He’s introduced community members to the GTU’s work, prompting some to join the board. 

 - He embodied the GTU’s interfaith mission by creating an interfaith lecture series honoring his father at Temple Emmanuel and by supporting the creation of the Center for Islamic 
Studies 

 - He spearheaded the committee 10 years ago to find a new GTU President (and for that I’m very grateful!) 

 - He helped draft the Common Agreement between the GTU and our member schools, and he encouraged board chairs from the nine seminaries to meet together regularly. 

  - He played a major role in bringing about needed repairs at the Flora Lamson Hewlett Library.  



  - And he helped convene the Alternatives Futures Task Force to look at long-term planning at the GTU. 

 - Currently we are grateful to have John serving on the GTU President’s Advisory Council.  

 

John, I want to thank you for everything you’ve done for the GTU, and not just what you’ve done, but the good spirit and graciousness with which you’ve served us. 

Hal places medallion on John 

Both Hal and Jim shake hands with John 

8:26 – 8:30 John Weiser  

 

My thanks to Hal and the Board, and to Jim for this real honor. There are many others to thank, specifically the members of the honorary committee, all of whom were a great support 
for me during my time with GTU, and of course, thanks to my dear wife. 

 

Religion is a powerful force. At its best, it takes us beyond ourselves, opens us up to the other, and teaches us to treat them as we want to be treated. At its darkest, it can be misused 
to become divisive, to harm, even to kill. My family fled Europe in 1938 to escape Nazi persecution; my father had Jewish grandparents. So I am very grateful that there is a place like 
the GTU that addresses religious misunderstanding and prejudice in the most practical way.  

 

There are 1200 graduate students at the GTU pursuing careers in ministry and service. Each is deeply committed to his or her own faith; they are here to prepare themselves to be 
leaders in their own traditions. Yet, in the remarkable context of GTU, Catholics find themselves studying next to Jews; Baptists next to Buddhists; Methodists next to Muslims.  

 

They come here to study their own texts, and then they find themselves in the company of others, also seeking understanding, but following other paths and using other texts. As they 
walk together, they come to realize that the other is just as honest, authentic and devoted as they are. 

 

Questions in class and conversations in coffee houses lead them to look more deeply into their own religion. And when they leave the GTU, they have a richer understanding of their 
own tradition, as well as a genuine respect for those other seekers.  

 

And our graduates will have learned something else -- they will have learned to reach across religious divides. That will serve them well because, as they lead their churches, their 
synagogues, their mosques, in the academy, or nonprofit organizations -- they will find that it is often their peers in other religions who are their best allies in confronting the secular 
challenges of our world and in working for the common good. 

 

Thank you, for the privilege of helping to lead the GTU. 

 
 
 

8:35 – 8:40 Campaign video Lebacqz 

 8:40 – 8:55: PowerPoint photos of students loop on big screen as Jim comes forward for “Sponsor a 
Student” (Raise the Paddle) 

8:40-8:55: Jim Donahue: Sponsor a Student 



 

I’m having a wonderful time tonight – I hope you are, too! 

 

And it’s all in a great cause –supporting our students through scholarships.   

 

We have some amazing students at the GTU.  Would the students in the room tonight please stand up, so we can see you? 

 

On your tables, you’ve noticed some lovely bookmarks, and they are yours to take home.  Many of these highlight our students, like Dante Quick, who you’ve already had the pleasure 
of meeting tonight. 

 

Or Ryan Parker, a student in Religion and Arts who volunteers at Active Voice in San Francisco, an organization that connects social justice documentary filmmakers with audiences in 
churches, mosques, schools, civic and political organizations 

 

Or Som Pourfarzaneh, whose focus is Islamic Studies, and whose goal is to open a community center that is inclusive of many faiths and spiritual traditions.  

 

Our alumni are a pretty amazing group, too. You’ll see Laurie Zoloth on one of those bookmarks -- a professor of Medical Humanities & Bioethics and Religion at Northwestern 
University. She helped to found and directs the Center for Bioethics, Science and Society there. She says, “Everything I do is in the service of rigorous scholarship, as well as in the 
name of justice.” 

 

There’s Viji Nakka-Cammauf, an ordained minister who founded the Little Flock Children’s Home in a village in southern India, where she helps abandoned, abused, impoverished, and 
orphaned children adapt to change, and care for one another. Her intent is nothing less than to enable them to become leaders who might change the world. 

 

Another alum is Shibley Telhami, who is professor at the University of Maryland and a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. Shibley appears frequently on TV and radio, and writes 
extensively on foreign policy and Middle Eastern affairs. His voice has been essential in building bridges between Israel and the West on the one hand, and the Islamic world on the 
other.  

 

As a GTU alum myself, I am both humbled and proud to be among these wonderful people and to help our students on their way to their very worthy goals. 

 

In that spirit, I’d like to offer you one more chance to support our students tonight.  You’ve already expressed your support just by being here. But I’m hoping you’ll do even 
more. I want to give you the chance to sponsor a student. 

    

On average, it costs GTU doctoral students $25,000 a year to pay their tuition. 

 

That’s $12,500 for a semester 

 

$6,250 for a quarter year 

 

$2,000 for a month 

 

$1,000 for 2 weeks 

 

$500 for a week, and 



 

$100 for a day 

 
I’d like to ask you to sponsor a student for a year, or a semester, quarter, month, week, a day, or any multiple 
of days.  
 
If you would like to sponsor any one of our terrific students – for a day, a week or two, a month, quarter, 
semester, or even a year  -- if you would like to help lighten their load and enable them to focus less on 
paying their tuition bill and more on their studies --  

raise your program with the paddle showing on the back, high in the air.  

[when someone raises their paddle]:  
THANK YOU! There is a form inside your program, and also on the table. Please fill it out. Someone will come 
by and pick it up. 

[at end ]: 

 

Thank you so much for your generous gifts and for coming out tonight. 

 

And to the members of our Advancement staff, and our Board event committee who made this evening possible.  

 

I want to extend a special thanks to our student volunteers, who worked so hard to make this a special evening [+ any others you want to thank] 

8:55 – 9:00 Hal Leach: Thank you to sponsors and attendees: 

 

This concludes our evening together. I sincerely hope you enjoyed yourselves, and I want to thank all of our sponsors and everyone who attended. 

 

I hope you learned something more about the GTU this evening, that you feel more connected to our work in the world, and that you join with us in helping to make this a more peaceful 
world.  

 

I hope you had such a good time this evening that you will join us for the GTU’s 50th birthday celebration in 2012. 

 

My fondest wish is that you will support our work – any amount that you can give will help. Follow us! You can learn more about our most current work on our Website, www.GTU.edu. 

  * Don’t forget to pick up your belongings at coat check. Drive safely, and stay in touch! 

  
	  


